First record of Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus
chirurgus for Seychelles and the Malagasy Region

Adrian Skerrett*

Premiére mention du Jacana a longue queue pour les Seychelles Hydrophasianus chirurgus et la région
malgache. Le 10 janvier 2026, un Jacana 4 longue queue Hydrophasianus chirurgus a été observé & Mahé,
Seychelles. Loiseau a été observé & nouveau au méme endroit les 7 et 12 février. Le Comité d'Homologation
Seychellois a accepté cette mention comme la premitre de I'espéce pour l'archipel et locéan Indien
occidental. Loiseau était toujours présent au moment de la rédaction, le 18 mai 2026.

he Intendance wetland in Takamaka district,

Mahé, is located in the grounds of the
Cheval Blanc Seychelles Resort. It is one of the
largest surviving freshwater wetlands in Seychelles,
serving as a key habitat for the native Yellow
Bittern Botaurus sinensis. Several migrant wildfowl
have also been recorded, including, in 2024, the
first Seychelles records of Cotton Pygmy Goose
Nettapus coromandelianus and Gadwall Mareca
strepera (Mason-Parker ez al. 2025).

On 10 January 2026, I visited the site with
Steve Agricole. Due to heavy rain, conditions
were difficult, but without leaving the car we were
able to observe several vagrant species, including
six Northern Pintail Anas acuta, a Northern
Shoveler Spatula clypeata and a Cotton Pygmy
Goose (presumably the same individual present
since June 2024). With no sign of a break in the
weather, we left the site to check out another
location to the south. When the rain eased we
decided to return to the Intendance wetland.
Almost immediately after we arrived at the site,
a waterbird flew from water near the edge of the
road and landed a short distance away, where it
swam back and forth pecking at prey at or near the
surface; at one point, it exited the water revealing
its legs and feet (Figs. 1-3).

The upperparts were mainly pale brown, the
underparts white. A bold black stripe ran from
the bill through the eye to end in a breast-band,
separating the white foreneck from the pale orange-
yellow hind-neck. The legs were long and greenish,
the toes extremely long with long, straight claws.
In flight, the bird displayed largely white, rounded
wings with black tips, contrasting strongly with
the dull brown upperparts and long trailing legs.
Based on those features, the bird was identified as
a Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus.
It was aged as a non-breeding adult based on

the presence of orange-yellow on the hind-neck,
the solid dark gorget lacking any white, and the
absence of pale-edged upperpart feathers that
would create a faintly scalloped appearance in a
young bird (Ali & Ripley 1980, Rasmussen &
Anderton 2005).

Pheasant-tailed Jacana breeds from Afghanistan
and the Indian subcontinent to South-east Asia,
Borneo and the Philippines. It is subject to local
movements year-round based on water conditions.
Populations from China and high altitudes of
the Himalayas migrate south, but routes and
behaviour are unknown, although postulated to
reach Indochina, and the species is apparently a
passage migrant and winter visitor in Peninsular
Malaysia. Non-breeders occur throughout
most of the breeding range, and regularly in
small numbers in Sumatra, Java, Oman and
South Yemen. Vagrants have reached north-west
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Andaman
Islands, the United Arab Emirates and Socotra
(Jenni & Kirwan 2020). There are no records for
the Chagos Archipelago or from mainland Africa.
Four records are currently under consideration
for Maldives, including reports from February
(Karr 2014) and March (Mahir 2023). Mahé lies
¢.2,600 km south of Oman and ¢.2,800 km south
of Indias southern tip, suggesting a sustained
flight of at least 2-3 days to reach Seychelles.

I revisited the site on 7 February with James
Wareing and found the bird in the same place. A
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata
was also present nearby, the first record for the
granitic islands of Seychelles and the easternmost
record for this species (there are six previous
Seychelles records, five of which were in the
Aldabra Group, 1,100 km south-west of Mahé;
Skerrett er al. 2022). Neither species could be
relocated the next day, despite intensive searches,
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Figures 1-3. Pheasant-tailed Jacana / Jacana a longue queue Hydrophasianus chirurgus, Intendance wetland, Mahé,
Seychelles, 10 January 2026 (Adrian Skerrett)

but the Pheasant-tailed Jacana was re-sighted by
staff of Marine Conservation Society Seychelles
conducting monitoring work at the resort up to
and including the time of writing, 18 May 2026
(M. Line, S. Berlouis in fitt. 2026)

The record has been accepted as the first
for the archipelago by Seychelles Bird Records
Committee. It is also the first record for the
Malagasy Region (Safford & Hawkins 2013).
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